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Farm Biosecurity Important for Defending the Flock
ATLANTA, Ga. – Feb. 1, 2018 – “There are some diseases that we can live with, but not avian influenza.
It is a great danger for our livelihoods and our industries,” said Dr. Travis Schaal, GGP/GP and technical
manager for Hy-Line International, during the “Defend the Flock: Biosecurity Basics for Poultry & Egg
Producers” program, held at the 2018 International Production & Processing Expo. Schaal discussed his
company’s view on biosecurity, which encompasses four areas: conceptual, structural, operational and
cultural. He emphasized the National Poultry Improvement Plan’s 14 points to enforce biosecurity and
expressed the importance of farmers committing to these robust standards. He summarized by stating that
culture takes time and repetition; rules must be complied top down in order to have bottom up
involvement; rules must be practical and effective, not complicated; and to educate at every opportunity.
Dr. Ben Wileman, director of global technical services for Select Genetics, observed that a big challenge
for turkey biosecurity involved people travelling globally on vacations, mission trips or family visits. He
remarked that these trips may have an impact on farm animals because pathogens are carried from one
place to another. Wileman posed the question, “How do you balance independence with not negatively
affecting billions of dollars of trade?” He answered by stating that you need to balance trade with national
biosecurity through veterinary inspections, CODEX, OIE and USDA AMS, among other organizations.
“Human nature is to take easy routes, which is why biosecurity needs to be fairly simples for people to
do,” Wileman remarked. He pointed out that turkeys live longer than breeders and therefore have more
risk, especially during their peak growth. Wileman highlighted 14 biosecurity points that every farm
should take into consideration, including biosecurity responsibility, training, perimeter buffer areas, and
auditing, among others.
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Dr. Travis Schaal, GGP/GP and technical manager for Hy-Line International, speaker at the “Defend the
Flock: Biosecurity Basics for Poultry & Egg Producers” program, held at the 2018 International
Production & Processing Expo.

ABOUT IPPE
The International Production & Processing Expo (IPPE) is a collaboration of three shows - International
Feed Expo, International Meat Expo and the International Poultry Expo - representing the entire chain of
protein production and processing. The event is sponsored by the American Feed Industry Association
(AFIA), North American Meat Institute (NAMI) and U.S. Poultry & Egg Association (USPOULTRY).
ABOUT AFIA
Founded in 1909, the American Feed Industry Association (AFIA), based in Arlington, Va., is the world’s
largest organization devoted exclusively to representing the business, legislative and regulatory interests
of the U.S. animal food industry and its suppliers. The organization’s membership is comprised of more
than 670 domestic and international companies that represent the total feed industry—manufacturers of
commercial and integrated feed and pet food, ingredient suppliers, pharmaceutical companies, industry
support and equipment manufacturers. AFIA members manufacture more than 75 percent of the feed and
70 percent of the non-grain ingredients used in the country. AFIA is also recognized as the leader on
international industry developments and holds membership in the International Feed Industry Federation
(IFIF).

ABOUT NAMI
The North American Meat Institute (NAMI) is the leading voice for the meat and poultry industry.
Formed from the 2015 merger of the American Meat Institute (AMI) and North American Meat
Association (NAMA), the Institute has a rich, century-long history and provides essential member
services including legislative, regulatory, scientific, international and public affairs representation.
NAMI’s mission is to shape a public policy environment in which the meat and poultry industry can
produce wholesome products safely, efficiently and profitably. Together, the Institute’s members produce
the vast majority of U.S. beef, pork, lamb and poultry and the equipment, ingredients and services needed
for the highest quality products.
ABOUT USPOULTRY
U.S. Poultry & Egg Association (USPOULTRY) is the all-feather organization representing the complete
spectrum of today’s poultry industry, whose mission is to progressively serve member companies through
research, education, communication and technical assistance. Founded in 1947, USPOULTRY is based in
Tucker, Ga.

