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Poultry Market Intelligence Forum Highlights Market Trends and 
Challenges During IPPE Marketplace Week  
 
TUCKER, Ga. – Jan. 29, 2021 – “Something that never would have been imagined a few years ago is that 
chicken would surpass pork protein. Yet as we sit here in 2021, pork production has dropped and 
chicken stands poised to remain in the top spot in global meat production moving forward,” remarked 
Dr. Paul Aho, economist and consultant at Poultry Perspective, during the virtual Poultry Market 
Intelligence Forum held during the 2021 International Production & Processing Expo (IPPE) Marketplace 
Week. The program included speakers presenting via videoconferencing software and participating in 
live Q&A sessions with attendees.  
 
Aho’s presentation focused on global drivers and market influences for the coming year. He provided an 
overview of how the poultry meat industry has fluctuated over the past year and how these changes 
may impact the 2021 market. Wide-scale events affecting the protein industry were discussed as well, 
specifically COVID-19, which Aho predicted will continue to affect global economies and meat 
production into 2022.  
 
The discussion on market analysis was continued by Will Sawyer, lead animal protein economist at 
CoBank, who shared his 2021 outlook for animal protein. Though he addressed global factors, Sawyer’s 
presentation also focused on consumer priorities related to sustainability. “While we do see various 
issues, from African swine fever to COVID-19, as market drivers that continue to require our attention, 
one issue that has become the overarching conversation from consumers is that of sustainability,” 
explained Sawyer. “How will the industry, from lenders to producers to suppliers, think about 
sustainability? How do you evolve your business and supply chain to try to improve the way your 
business impacts the environment? It’s an issue gaining a lot of attention, so it needs to be a central 
priority in creating our business models for the coming years.” 
 
Christian Richter, principal at The Policy Group, shared a Washington update with attendees, providing 
an overview of how new leadership in both the executive and legislative branches may affect the animal 
protein industry. “It is stunning to see how significant the issue of climate change is going to be for this 
administration, across federal agencies,” commented Richter. “Even though we need to be prepared for 
a White House agenda that may be more aggressive, there are fair-minded people in decision-making 
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positions who view agriculture as a partner, not an enemy. This works to our advantage, and we can 
look forward to working more closely with them in the coming months.” 
 

### 
 
ABOUT IPPE  
The International Production & Processing Expo (IPPE) is a collaboration of three shows - International 
Feed Expo, International Meat Expo and the International Poultry Expo - representing the entire chain of 
protein production and processing. The event is sponsored by the American Feed Industry Association 
(AFIA), North American Meat Institute (NAMI) and U.S. Poultry & Egg Association (USPOULTRY).  
 
ABOUT AFIA  
Founded in 1909, the American Feed Industry Association (AFIA), based in Arlington, Va., is the world’s 
largest organization devoted exclusively to representing the business, legislative and regulatory interests 
of the U.S. animal food industry and its suppliers. The organization’s membership is comprised of nearly 
700 domestic and international companies that represent the total feed industry—manufacturers of 
commercial and integrated feed and pet food, ingredient suppliers, pharmaceutical companies, industry 
support and equipment manufacturers. AFIA’s members manufacture more than 75% of the feed and 
70% of the non-whole grain ingredients used in the country. AFIA is also recognized as the leader on 
international industry developments and holds membership in the International Feed Industry 
Federation (IFIF). 
 
ABOUT NAMI  
The North American Meat Institute (NAMI) is the leading voice for the meat and poultry industry. 
Formed from the 2015 merger of the American Meat Institute (AMI) and North American Meat 
Association (NAMA), the Institute has a rich, century-long history and provides essential member 
services including legislative, regulatory, scientific, international and public affairs representation. 
NAMI’s mission is to shape a public policy environment in which the meat and poultry industry can 
produce wholesome products safely, efficiently and profitably. Together, the Institute’s members 
produce the vast majority of U.S. beef, pork, lamb and poultry and the equipment, ingredients and 
services needed for the highest quality products.  
 
ABOUT USPOULTRY 
U.S. Poultry & Egg Association (USPOULTRY) is the All Feather Association progressively serving its 
poultry and egg members through research, education, communications and technical services. 
Founded in 1947, USPOULTRY is based in Tucker, Georgia. 


