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The power of wood in broiler breeder houses 
 

Eersel, December 5, 2025 – When optimising the housing conditions for chickens on commercial 

farms, the main question is: what does the hen prefer? Providing nests that match the hens’ 

preferences benefits both the animals and the producer. The welfare of the hens improves as well 

as the number of eggs laid in the nests increases by this optimalisation. The research of our 

colleague Anne van den Oever shows that broiler breeders prefer wooden nests. Compared with 

plastic nests, wooden nests result in fewer floor eggs and consistently produce the lowest 

percentage of floor eggs. The most eggs are laid in the wooden nest, constant over time: 75% of the 

hens choosing this type of nest.   

 

 
 

The Van Gent Nest, made from film-coated marine-grade plywood, has proven itself to be as world’s 

number 1 community nest for broiler breeders thanks to the high nest acceptance. It is built to 

withstands any climate from cold to warm to tropical and moist climates. The construction is solid 

and simple at the same time, making installation fast and easy. 
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https://www.vencomaticgroup.com/breeders/van-gent-nest
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The nest can be supplemented with the Van Gent Slat, made from tropical hardwood. The slat 

provides a good grip for the birds and ensures a clean living environment. The combination of the 

tropical hardwood material with stainless steel staples results in a very long lifespan. To provide a 

safe place for birds, the Van Gent Slat are constructed as followed: the wood is planed on four 

sides, it has rounded corners and stainless steel staples.  

 

 

 

Discover the Van Gent Nest during IPPE 2026 at booth B2043!  

https://www.vencomaticgroup.com/breeders/van-gent-slat
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About Vencomatic Group 

We are on a mission to make poultry husbandry sustainable for our future generations. While 

understanding the bird, her well-being and her eggs, we seek for the lowest possible environmental 

impact. The future is now: that is why we developed our Meggsius solutions which powers precision 

farming. Reaching the maximum potential out of every bird, every flock on every farm.  

 

Our unique solutions lead you through the Egg Way for layers, breeders, broilers and hatcheries. 

✓ Vencomatic / Van Gent: poultry housing equipment solutions 

✓ Agro Supply: climate solutions 

✓ Prinzen: egg handling solutions and automation  

 

Discover our complete story and more on our website: www.vencomaticgroup.com  

http://www.vencomaticgroup.com/

